
In 1932, the Primitive, United and Wesleyan Methodists united. 

 Their missionary societies joined together too, to form one 

Methodist Missionary Society. Every member of the British 

Methodist Church was to become a member: it was to be 

“the Methodist Church itself sharing in world mission…”.

Building  
Methodist Missionary Societies

Thomas Coke’s Address to the Pious and Benevolent of 1786 proposed mission 
to Scotland, the Channel Islands, British North America, and the West Indies 
– but Coke’s mind was also already turned to the East and India. 

In 1786, Coke was driven off course by a storm and instead of Nova Scotia, 
landed in Antigua. This was the beginning of a successful mission to both 
slaves and landowners. He crossed the Atlantic 18 times to and from the 
newly independent American States; and established a mission in Sierra 
Leone, Africa, in 1811. 

Ultimately, Coke would die and be buried at sea on 3 May 1814 – while on his 
way east at last, to preach the gospel in Ceylon (Sri Lanka).

As a symbol of their new unity, Mission House was built for the MMS from 1939 on Marylebone 

Road, London. The baptismal fonts for the chapel in Mission House (left above) (today the offices of 

the Methodist Church in Britain) and Wesley’s Chapel, City Road, London (right above), were carved 

from stone from the steps of Nathaniel Gilbert’s house in Antigua.

Coke’s missionary legacy

The Wesleyan Methodist Missionary 
Society was established in 1818 to 

replace Methodist dependency on Thomas 
Coke (and the fortunes of his two wives) for 
fundraising and personal donations towards 
the missions, as well as the organisation of 
early Methodist missionary work. 

Other Christian denominations had also 
set up missionary societies, such as the 
London Missionary Society (1795), and these 
threatened Methodist efforts. 

The Committee Room in The Wesleyan Methodist Missionary 

Society’s Mission House c.1905
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